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Why Do Bad Things 
Happen to Good People? 

John 16:33 (MSG)

“I've told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, 
deeply at peace. In this godless world you will continue to experience di�culties. 
But take heart! I've conquered the world.”
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John 13:7 (NIV)

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.”

7

Romans 8:28 (NLT)

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.
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2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (NLT)

Three di�erent times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My 
grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to 

boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 
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James 1:2-4 (MSG)

Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from 
all sides. 3 You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the 
open and shows its true colors. 4 So don't try to get out of anything 
prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, 
not de�cient in any way. 
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2 Corinthians 1:4 (MSG)

[God] comes alongside us when we go through hard times, and before you 
know it, he brings us alongside someone else who is going through hard 
times so that we can be there for that person just as God was there for us.

4

God uses pain to me toward POINT ETERNITY5.  .

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV)

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. 18 So we �x our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
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I Peter 4:19 (NLT)

So if you are su�ering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is 
right, and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail 
you.
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Romans 5:3-5 (NLT)

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that 
they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of 
character, and character strengthens our con�dent hope of salvation. 5 And
 this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God 
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to �ll our hearts with his love. 
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Bible
Translations

We use multiple translations to help you gain a rich, well-rounded understanding of God’s Word. And we look them up for you.

NIV MSGNLT
New International Version The MessageNew Living Translation

What Good Is My Suffering?
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