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Why Doesn’t God Do What I Want Him To?

Bible
Translations

We use multiple translations to help you gain a rich, well-rounded understanding of God’s Word. And we look them up for you.

NIV LB MSG
New International Version Living Bible The Message

John 11:1-3 (NIV)

John 11:20-22 (NIV)

John 11:4-6,17 (NIV)

1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha… 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was
the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her 
hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

What Do I Do With My Disappointments?

We want the solutions God wants the ∆ OUR WAY

DELAYS DENIALS

SURRENDER OF OUR WILL .
;

.

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever 
you ask.” 

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for 
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glori�ed through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, 
he stayed where he was two more days… 17 On his arrival, Jesus found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
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We are not in  God who but the
is

∆ CONTROL LOVES 
US

,
.

John 11:23-27 (NIV)

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I know he will 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” 
she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.”  
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God is up to something than we can ∆ BIGGER SEE .

Remember God’s 

God are not necessarily God 

toward you is always 1. 

∆

HEART
LOVING .

Trust that God’s ways are 
than mine

 and 2. HIGHER BETTER
.

Bring your disappointment into the 3. PRESENCE OF 
JESUS

You don’t have to understand the to trust God’s √
PURPOSE

PLAN
.

The place of your greatest 
may be the starting point of your greatest 

 √
MIRACLE

DISAPPOINTMENT
.

.

John 11:32-45 (NIV) 

John 11:32-33,36 (NIV)

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV)

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at this 
feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping… he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled… 36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that 
prevails.

21 

32

Isaiah 55:8-9 (LB)

This plan of mine is not what you would work out, neither are my thoughts 
the same as yours! 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than yours, and my thoughts than yours.

8

Psalm 18:30 (LB)

What a God he is! How perfect in every way! All his promises prove true. 
He is a shield for everyone who hides behind him. 

30

John 11:40,44 (NIV)

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God? … 44 Take o� the grave clothes and let him go.” 

40

Romans 8:35,37-39 (MSG)

Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and 
Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, 
not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not 
even the worst sins listed in Scripture… 37 None of this fazes us because 
Jesus loves us. 38 I'm absolutely convinced that nothing - nothing living or 
dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, 39 high or low, thinkable or 
unthinkable - absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love 
because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us. 
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